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CAPTAIN OF ÏHE PORT LOS ÀNGELES-LONG BEACH PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 1-96

Subj :  DESIGNATION OF NÀRROW CHÀNNELS ÀND FÀIRWÀYS IN THE LA/LB
CÀPTAIN OF THE PORT ZONE

1. PURF,"OçE; This notice updates and r:epl,ace-s Captain of the
Port NotÍce 2-93 and serves to designate watererays in the ports
of Los Àngeles and Long Beach and approaches which the CaptaÍn of
the Port determines to be "Narrow channels or Fairways" in the
context of Rure 9 of the rnternationar Rules of the Road
(COLREGS) and the Inland Steeríng and Sail ing RuJ-es. I 'he
deslgnation of these waters Ís to minimize maneuvering confl icts
between large commerciaÌ vesse.ì-s and smal-ler vcssels and to help
ensure the safe, efficient and environmentarry sound maritime
operations in this major port complex.

2- DISCUSSION: There are thousands of com¡nercial and
recreational vessels operating in the relativel-y confined sraters
of the ports of LÀ/LB and the seaward approaches. With over
5,5OO large com¡nercial vessels, some as large as 1,O7O feet
Iength overall, calling on the ports of I",A/LB the potential
exists for serious major marine casua1tíes developing from
confl icts wJth recreational snd'snial l  vessels- To date, there
have been numerous "near misses" as a resul-t of smaller vessels
not appreciating ttre maneuwering 1.imitations of large vessel.s and
not understanding which waters are "Narrow Channels or Fairways".
A deep draft vesseJ- naneuvering to avoid a recreational vessel
faces the potentiaJ. of grounding and causing a major oil spilJ-,
diverting into the path of other recreatÍonal vessels or standing
on course with the hope the confÌicti.ng vessel takes adequate
evasive actÍon. In practÍce, large vessels, deep draft vessels
and tugs with tows can only safely navigate in the channels,
fairways and port approaches.

RuIe 9 of the COLREGS and Inland Rules of the Road prohibÍt
vessel-s less than 20 meters (approx. 65' in length) from impeding
the passage of a vessel which can safely navigate only in a
'Narrow Channel or Fairway". Violation of these regulations may
resul t  in  penal t ies of  S1O,OO0. In  addi t ion,  smal l  vessels
operating too cJ-ose to large vessels and impeding their safe
transit are considered to be "negligently operated" and may be
ci ted for  S lO,OOO for  v io la t ion of  th is  regulat ion.

To assÍst in the safe navigation of al l  marine traff ic and to
provide maríners an understanding of waters that fall v¡ithin the
definit ion of "Narrohr Channels and Fairways" these waters are

Commanding Otficer
U.S. Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office/Group
Los Angeles-Long Beach
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identif ied berow- Mariners are urged to report infractions tothe captaÍ¡r of the port via radio ãt the onsct of a 'rcrsse
quarters" situatr-on on vHF channer 16 and or submission of theattached reporting form.

3- ÀcrroN: The coast Guard captaÍn of the port designates theforlowing waterways as "Narrow ùhannels ;ã i;i;,u;;;;';. definedin Rure 9 of the COLREGS and the rnrand Rutes of the Road.

a- The Los Angeles and Lcng Beach
reflected on NOAÀ Chart 19251. These
!h"  "Ànge l ' s  Gate"  and "eçeen,s  Gate ' ,
f ,or 1 mi le.

Pilot operating areas as
areas generally extend from
breakwater openinEs seaward

Coast Guard

b- Àrl nnvigatforraL channers inside the LÀILB federar-brenlcwater leadfñg t. treep draft bertrrs in the ports of LosAnge].es and Long Beach inðtuding. but not l"imited to the l¡osAngeles Mal-n ship channel, Long Beach channer, and cerritosChannel.

:.__I:idents ïhe-rg vessel operators fail to compty with Rule
3*:'g*l::ïÌ:1"T or this Notice ãr,ã"iã-i,;il";ãri"tã-i=åiåi,.^iå

; ; ;Ë;å;-" ;
appropriate and or through submissiòn of'the "Incident Report.attached to this Notice- guestÍons regarding the impiementation
of this Notice shoutd be directed to the chÍef of poit
Operations, at Coast Guard Marine Safety Of LA/LB at theabove lÍsted number.

E .
Ca

Distríbution: LA/LB Harbor

Captain of the port
Los Angeles-Long Beach

Safety Plan
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rEE FOLITOWING INFORrvfaTroN rs REQUIRED By TEE ItSCc rN oRDR FoRTEEII{ TO II{VESTIGAIE INCIDE¡TTS OF SilIfA[L \TESSEXS &IIYÍPER.$IC ffiPROGRESS OF SHIPS OR TTIGS WITE TOWS IN TEE EARBOR AREA.

G f OTEER IDEI.ITIFTII.{G f
NAIvfE OF S}.ÍALL \IESSEI.:

DESCRIPUON OF SMATL \{ESSEL:

I¡CA,TION OF INQDENI:

NTTMBER" O.F TIERSOI.$ ONBOARD:
TIME A}.ID DATE, OF INCTDË{T;
DESTTNATION OF S:¡ÍALL \æssEL (IF F{OynÐ :

NAÀ{E OF SEIP/TUG:

DESTINATION OF SEIP/TUG:
Ìú,q-sTER

\ilE.ATHER CO¡{DITIONS ATTEE TIME

DESCRIPIf ONOFINCIDENT (T'SERE'\IERSEIFNECESSARÐ :

SIIBMIT TO IvÍANAGEMEIII:

June 26, 1996

IYíASIER or PILOT (pRtr¡T NAIúE)

ùÍÁSIER or PIL,OI (SIGNATURE)
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